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Everywhere, everywhere Christmas tonight: Copy ——— 1938 
Ah no, there are some 
Yea, millions and millions, and ever they come— 
Who know not that God has lived among men 
) 
Has suffered, and died, and liveth again, 


T'o lead them from darkness to light. 


Everywhere, everywhere Christmas tonight? 

Would God it were true 
That these millions and millions the Son of God knew! 
Would God they could all know freedom from sin, 
Could all know the joy of the Christ-child within; 
Then—everywhere, Christmas, and light! 
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Backwards to Christmas 
By J. B. Phillips 


(Reprinted by special arrangement with 
The Macmillan Company.) 

There is no mention of the celebration of 
the Birthday of Jesus Christ by the early Church 
in the New Testament. As far as the Gospels 
are concerned Jesus commanded men to remem- 
mer not His Birth but His death. Not once in 
the inspired Letters are newly-born companies 
of believers in Christ urged to glorify God wor- 
thily on the Nativity of His Son. The un- 
conquerable young Church of the Book of the 
Acts had no Christmas in its Message. Its ears 
were still ringing with the resounding miracle 
of the Resurrection. It is at least possible that 
these brand-new Christians did not even know 
the story of the Babe at Bethlehem. Certainly, 
it is true that what filled their minds was the 
Resurrection—to them the irrefutable proof that 
Christ was who He claimed to be, the unforget- 
able demonstration that death was conquered, 
and the only demonstrable sign that the same 
power was available to transform and irradiate 
any human being who was willing to put his 
trust in Christ. 


Nevertheless, the time must have come when 
this First Army of the new Church, convinced 
both theoretically and practically that Jesus of 
Nazareth was indeed God's Christ, turned their 
thoughts to the manner of His entry into the 
world. Luke himself, who was one of the early 
company, may have been the man whose patient 
research discovered the thirty years’ old story. 
When the event happened, by far the most 
important in the history of this planet, the facts 
were known to very few. Did Luke get his story 
from our Lord’s own mother, did he “interview” 
the old shepherds on the hills and hear from 
their own lips of that strange midnight when 
Heaven suddenly opened and they were sore 
afraid? Of course we do not know for certain, 
and it may well be that it was not until after 
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the death of Mary that Luke felt at liberty to 
disclose the story of her divine conception. 


But whether it was early or late in the life of 
the young Church, we may guess that the story 
was received with joy, but without much sur 
prise. For would not this quiet humble entry 
into the world have seemed completely “in 
character” with God whom they already knew? 
They had known, some of them personally, a 
Man who was undoubtedly God in human form, 
yet a Man who was neither ashamed to work as 
a carpenter, nor to lead the life of a roving 
preacher, nor to accept as His distiny desertion 
by his friends, and a terrible and degrading 
death at the hands of His enemies. How beauti- 
fully and surely did the story fit into what they 
already knew! How different from any human 
planning was the King’s entry into His own 
world, and yet how much in keeping with the 
ways of the God whom they knew, and with 
whom they were daily working! 


In a sense, then, the early Christians looked 
backward to Christmas. Most of them, we may 
safely guess knew in experience the reconcilia- 
tion wrought by His Death and the power re- 
leased by His Resurrection before they ever 
heard the strange story of His humble Birth. 
But not many generations passed before Chris 
ians were celebrating with every kind of human 
rejoicing the very heart and center of their 
Faith—that God became Man. In the fourth 
Century Constantine, the first Christian Roman 
emperor, for good or ill, decreed that the pagan 
festival of the winter solstice should be com- 
bined with the Church’s celebration of the Na- 
tivity of her Lord. From that time onwards, and 
perhaps with growing confusion, there has been 
a mixture of pagan jollification and Christian 
rejoicing. That is why every Christmas we must 
deliberately and thoughtfully look backwards. 

We all deplore the fact that the Christmas 
season has become so highly commercialized, but 
it is difficult to see what we can do about it. 
It is painful for Christians to see the original 
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smothered under 


Celebration 
pings and decoration, so that its religious sig- 
nificance is overlaid by purely pagan merry 


Birthday trap- 


making. But most painful, and indeed most 
dangerous, is the fact that millions of men and 
women regard the Christmas Story as a beauti- 
fully preserved piece of folk-lore. They make 
no real distinction in their minds between the 
myth of Father Christmas and his reindeer, and 
the story of the Babe with the adoring shepherds. 
Christians can serve no good or useful purpose 
by decrying the generosity, the truce to normal 
hostility and the general goodwill engendered at 
Christmas-time. Indeed though they are super- 
ficial, these things are often good. But wher- 
ever Opportunity occurs they must not hesitate 
to say that what we are celebrating is a unique 
fact of human history. Before we can do that 
effectively we need ourselves to look backward 
to the First Christmas, stripped of all the ro- 
mance, decoration and sentimental association 
with which it has become encrusted. Quietly 
and with our adult minds we need to see afresh 
the stark humility of God’s irreversible decision 
to become Man. We need to see with clear fresh 
eves that we live on a visited planet and that by 
God's choice God and Man are irrevocably to- 
gether. 


The modern acceleration of scientific dis- 
covery, the leaps and bounds by which the hu- 
man mind has progressed in a score of different 
directions from agriculture to psychology is cer- 
tain if we use our minds as we should, enormous- 
ly to expand our conception of God. What is 
more, this very enlargement of knowledge is 
enough to show the humble-minded that it is 
perfectly possible that vista upon vista of un- 
known Truth has yet to be discovered. To the 
man of sensibility and imagination his own mi- 
croscopic existence upon this tiny planet, set 
amid immeasurable whirling universes, seems 
both precarious and terrifyingly unimportant. 
But not if he is a Christian! Not if he believes 
that the infinite God fitted His stature to our 
need, and became a human being. The awe may 
remain, but the terror and the loneliness are 
gone forever once a man accepts with mind and 
heart that God became Man. The real wonder 
starts here. For surely we cannot grasp in any- 
thing but a formal way the meaning of our re- 
demption, unless we know for certain that the 
Figure on the Cross was truly God-become-Man. 
We cannot be convinced of the relevance of the 
Resurrection even though we give assent to the 


Ressurection stories of the Gospels, unless we be- 
lieve that the immeasurable God became human 
—as truly human as we are human—and yet con- 
quered the black terror of Death. The Ascen- 
sion of Christ witnessed with joy by a few early 
Christians means almost nothing to us unless 
we see it as a demonstration of the fact that 
God takes Humanity with Him back into the 
timeless realm of Heaven. 


All good religions teach men something about 

God and they all urge men to lead a good life, 
but only the Christian Faith dares to state that 
God really became Man, that from the time of 
that event, now nearly two thousand years old, 
God has identified Himself with man. There 
is no revoking of that position, and the Son of 
God does not cease to call Himself the Son of 
Man. Our values, our treatment of our fellows, 
our quality of living, indeed our whole attitude 
towards life and death derives ultimately from 
what happened in the stable of an inn. That is 
why with reverent imagination and with humble 
minds we must year by year look backwards to 
the First Christmas. 


Books by J. B. Phillips and published by Mac- 
millan are available from The Southern Presby- 
terian Journal Book Department. These are as 
follows: Your God is Too Small. $2. Letters to 
Young Churches $2.75; The Gospels, $2.75; The 
Young Church in Action $2.50; The Book of Rev- 
elation $2.00; Making Men Whole $2.00; Plain 
Christianity $1.95; Appointment with God $1.95; 
New Testament Christianity $2.25; the Church 
under the Cross $2.50; The New Testament in Mod- 
ern English $6.00. 





A Christmas Greeting 


The wise men from the East, 
To Bethlehem came: 

Bringing their precious gifts; 
May we do the same. 

Our myrrh and purest gold 
And frankincense sweet, 

As we confess Him King, 
And kneel at His feet. 


Let us give Him our FAITH, 
As day after day, 
We trust Him completely, 
And make Him our stay. 
Let us give him our LOVE, 
For this His heart craves: 
The ZEAL and DEVOTION 
Of those whom He saves. 
—J. K. P. 
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The Wise Men From the East 


Not all “wise men” are either wise or prac- 
tical. These were both. Wisdom is knowledge 
plus the ability to use it. They used their 
knowledge to bring a rich blessing into their 
lives. How were they wise? 


They were wise to study the sky, since they 
had no Bible to study, for “the heavens de- 
clare the glory of God”. The next best book 
to the Bible is the book of nature. God has 
spread this book open before all men, so that 
no one can have any excuse. 


They were wise enough to ask, Who made 
the stars? Some stop and worship nature, the 
sun and moon or stars. These wise men knew, 
like Abraham and David, that there was Some- 
one who made the stars. 


They were wise in following the star. This 
was a new star, a special star; it pointed to a 
definite place, to Palestine. 


They showed their wisdom by consulting those 
who had the Scriptures. They knew that the 
Jews had a Book and that this Book spoke of a 
“King of the Jews.” Wise men seek for further 
information. 


They showed their wisdom by recognizing the 
Holy Child as Deity and worshipping Him. 
They were not ashamed to believe in miracles. 
Anyone who really studies nature, especially 
astronomy, must believe in miracles. There are 
so many of them everywhere. All nature is the 
work of God. 


They were wise in presenting Him gifts, gold 
and frankincense and myrrh, the most precious 
treasures they had. They gave both themselves 
and their possessions. 


They showed their wisdom in heeding the 
dream and going back to their own country an- 
other way. They realized that the Holy Child, 
Jesus, had enemies who would harm Him, and 
they would not play into the hands of a Herod. 


Would that all our “wise men” today, 
scientists and others, would show real wisdom, 
like these wise men from the East. This would 
be a real Christmas if all of us would have the 
kind of wisdom these men had. 


May God grant all of us the wisdom which 
comes down from above. Will we come and 
give Him our treasures? our faith, our love, our 
loyalty and devotion as our King and put Him 
on the throne? 


oy fe | 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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Humbleness 


Our Lord picked an obscure cattle barn for 
the place of His birth. A small village was 
selected in which to spend His boyhood. His 
deepest lessons were mostly taught in seclusion 
with only the Twelve for an audience. But when 
He set the stage for His death, what place and 
occasion did He select? Jerusalem, at the time 
of the Passover feast, where the largest crowd 
which He could find was assembled. 


Jesus’ most public act was His death ani He 
planned it so. Ever since that day His fol- 
lowers have acknowledged His most public act 
with their most public act, that being the act of 
publicly accepting His atoning death in expia- 
tion of their sins. 


And as Jesus prepared to make the supreme 
sacrifice for us, think of His humbleness. He 
came into Jerusalem riding on a borrowed beast, 
without even a saddle. 


Marvelous union, of weakness and power— 
Riches and poverty— Godhead and manhood— 
Divine and human. Don’t you see how God 
had to combine them so we could understand? 
If we saw only the Divine we would forget that 
He was man, and if we saw only His human acts 
we would forget that He was God. 


Humbleness, these days, is an almost forgotten 
virtue but Jesus himself exemplified it. So, 
sometimes when we think we have done some 
good work for the Lord, and those whom we 
have tried to serve humble us by passing it by 
and failing to recognize it, then just remember 
that man’s judgment on the matter means noth- 
ing, but God’s judgment means everything. 

—R. LeC. 


Sophistication and the Gospel 


Dr. James Stewart tells of preaching i in a small 
church near Inverness and of noticing the quo- 
tation from James Denney inscribed over the 
door leading from the vestry into the pulpit: 





“No man can give at the same time both the 
impression that he himself is clever, and that 
Jesus is mighty to save.” 


Cleverness and sophistication have no place in 
the Christian witness, for in them Christ is ob- 
scured and the puny attainments of man are 
magnified. Aware of this Satan adroitly caters 
to the inflation of the human ego, with di- 
sastrous results for all concerned. 


So subtle is the temptation that every Chris- 
tian, be he in the pulpit or pew, is confronted 
with it in varying forms and implications. 


Dwight L. Moody was once confronted by an 
enthusiastic member of his audience with: “Oh 
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Mr. Moody, that was a perfectly wonderful 
sermon”; to which he bluntly replied: “I know 
it, the Devil told me before I left the pulpit.” 


Probably at no time more than our own have 
sophistication and intellectual pride constituted 
a menace to preaching, for in them the simpli- 
city and greatness of Christ and His redemptive 
work are obscured. Erudition, wide reading, a 
ready wit, scholarship all make their valuable 
contribution to the Christian witness, but only 
as they are subordinated to the Gospel message 
itself. 

It is not easy to, “receive the kingdom of God 
as a little child,” but our Lord makes such an 
attitude an imperative. None of us is ever en- 
tirely free from a self appreciation which may 
manifest itself in a soul-deadening pride. 

One of the characteristics of a little child 
which our Lord commended in saying: “Who- 
soever shall not receive the kingdom of God as 
a little child, he shall not enter therein,” was 
that of humility, and yet how constantly we ig- 
nore this warning. 

Many of us have had to deal with patients 
who through illness or the temporary effects of 
medication have lost a sense of orientation. 
They neither know where they are, why they are 
there nor who they are. 

Sophistication and intellectual pride are 
equally indicative of a loss of perspective. While 
through natural or acquired gifts man may ex- 
cel his neighbor and exhibit unusual attain- 
ments the fact remains that any and everything 
he has is a gift from God and an inflated ego is 
a silly and pitiful demonstration of innate folly. 

In our witness for Christ we should cultivate 
the grace of exalting and magnifying Him. 

—L. N. B. 





Violence 


People who are puzzled and distressed by the 
rapidly increasing number of crimes of violence 
committed by children and teen-agers have 
but to watch their television screens from 5 to 
10 P. M. for one week’s time. 


We would venture a guess that during that 
time they will witness from 100 to 200 deaths, 
not necessarily murders but killings for one 
reason or the other. 


Children do not realize that those “killed” 
walk away as soon as the cameras are turned off. 
Nor do they realize that this violence is merely 
acting. . 

Teenagers become so inured to violence that 
it becomes a matter of secondary importance to 
them. Not only are they fed this diet on TV 


but the “comics” supplement it. 
Result: Read your daily papers. 
—L. N. B. 


DECEMBER 24, 1958 


The RSV Readings in 
the Hymnbook 


When the question was raised as to which 
text should be used in the responsive readings 
for the HYMNBOOK to be published by the 
American Presbyterians, the only answer which 
seemed appropriate in view of the Westminster 
doctrine that the OT in Hebrew and the NT 
in Greek are immediately inspired by God was: 
that reading which is closest to the original. 
As has been repeatedly set forth in these col- 
umns, the writer is not of the opinion that 
the RSV is generally the most faithful trans- 
lation of the original. Of course, in some par- 
ticular passages it may be closest to the original 
text, as may the King James and the ERV in 
other such passages. The HYMNBOOK has, 
however, followed the RSV in almost all of 
the scriptural readings with a very few taken 
from the King James and none at all from the 
ERV or the ASV which are often closest to the 
original texts. 


In the RSV Old Testament there are sundry 
changes made on Moffatt’s assumption that “the 
Hebrew Massoretic text . . . is often desperately 
corrupt.” In general, this assumption is negated 
by the fact that the recently discovered text of 
Isaiah confirms the Massoretic text to a re- 
markable degree. But on this assumption the 
RSV changed the Hebrew text in sundry places 
according to the conjectures of scholars and in- 
dicated the same by placing in the margins the 
letters “c-n” meaning correction. This changed 
text is then taken over into the HYMNBOOK, 
but without marginal indication that the text 
has been “corrected” by such _ conjectural 
emendation. 


For example, the second Scriptural Reading 
in the HYMNBOOK is the second psalm. Here 
the RSV rendering of verse 11 is “with trembling 
kiss his feet” in lieu of the AV and ARV’s “and 
rejoice with trembling. Kiss the Son”. A some- 
what more recent guess has been made by G. R. 
Driver of Oxford who renders the phrase, “with 
trembling kiss the Mighty One”. Here the 
King James and the ARV follow the Massoretic 
text, the HYMNBOOK follows the RSV guess 
without any marginal indications that the text 
has been tampered with. 


Similarly in Scripture Reading 17, liberties 
are taken with verses 10 and 11 of Psalm 73 
and no indication is given in the margin of the 
HYMNBOOK that the Hebrew has_ been 
changed. The RSV itself gives at least in the 
margin, the Hebrew renderings of the two 
changed passages. In Scripture Reading 31, 
Psalm 137. 5b, “let my right hand wither’’ is 
not the rendering of the Hebrew verb. That 
text is well translated in the other versions as 
“forget her cunning” or “her skill”. Here there 
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is no marginal note either in the RSV or in the 
HYMNBOOK to indicate the Hebrew meaning. 


In Scriptural Reading 43, Isaiah 52.15 trans- 
lated in the RSV “So shall he startle many na- 
tions”, with a footnote alleging that the Hebrew 
text is here uncertain. This translation, based 
on the Greek LXX, is taken into the HYMN- 
BOOK without any indication that the Hebrew 
text has a different sense. The ASV gives the 
Hebrew “sprinkle” in the text with “startle” 
from the Greek in the margin. As the Hebrew 
root is elsewhere in the OT rendered sprinkle 
a score of times, it ought to be either in the 
text or at least in the margin—not ignored as 
the HYMNBOOK’s reading does. As Moses 
sprinkled all the people of Israel so the Anoint- 
ed-Servant “shall sprinkle many nations”. 


Turning to the NT Scripture Reading 54, the 
HYMNBOOK renders Mark 15.39 thus, “Truly 
this man is a son of God.” In the Greek, GOD’S 
SON is a predicate nominative and comes be- 
fore the verb. President E. C. Colwell has 
shown that when a predicate nominative pre- 
cedes the verb in a Greek sentence it is definite 
by position, and this rule has been widely ac- 
cepted, e.g. by Professors Bruce Metzgar and 
Robert Funk in this country, by Professor 
Charles Moule of Cambridge, and the late Pro- 
fessor A. Debruner, author of the definitive 
Continental Greek grammar of the NT. More- 
over, Mk. 15.39 is the only place in the second 
gospel where any believer confesses Jesus as the 
Son of God. Writing for the Romans, Mark 
carefully leads the narrative to the point where 
the Roman official in command at the Cross 
cenfesses Jesus as the Son of God. Here, he 
says, 1s the official testimony of your own cen- 
turion: Truly this man was the Son of God. 
Yet our HYMBOOK obliterates the strength 
of this climacteric confession, the Roman’s re- 
sponse to our Lord’s magnificent self-avowal, 


Mk. 14:61-62. 


In Scripture Reading 63. the HYMNBOOK 
follows the RSV and renders the significant 
word expiation. Yet even C. H. Dodd, who is 
here re-produced, admits that most of the com- 
mentators and lexica translate the Greek word 
as propitiation. Both Vice-Principal Leon Mor- 
ris, the Apostolic Preaching of the Cross, and 
President Roger Nicole have shown that the 
translation propitiation is sustained by the 
Hebrew words in the OT, by the usage of the 
Jewish rabbis and the Books of the Maccabees, 
by the classical Greek, the LXX, and Greek 
of the Apostolic Fathers and the NT. Pro- 
pitiation testifies to the holiness of God and 
His wrath which is called forth by your sin, 
until His grace, acting in Christ, averts or turns 
aside that holy wrath. Expiation is a lower 
word which only relates to things as an act 
of ritual manipulation. Propitiation properly 
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includes the expiation of sin, but expiation ex. 
cludes the averting or turning aside of the wrath 
of the Holy One of Israel. 


The recent Roman Catholic Confraternity 
translation properly renders Mk. 15.39. “Truly 
this man was the Son of God”, and I John 4:10 
“God . . . sent his Son a_ propitiation for 
our sins. 


A recently published letter suggested that 
the stately language of the King James’ Ver. 
sion be continued in the public worship of 
God with the presiding minister offering neces. 
sary comments on such corrections as the best 
text requires. At least until we have a more 
accurate and generally accepted rendering of 
the original text that is a suggestion worthy of 
high consideration. 


But if the minister who uses the King James 
in the pulpit is obligated to offer appropriat 
corrections, has the user of the RSV any lower 
obligation? Ought not every pastor who uses 
the Scriptural readings in the HYMNBOOK 
call to the attention of the congregation such 
matters as those mentioned in this editorial 
when they occur in the selection read? And 
has not every pastor, teacher or Board which 
recommends the 1952 RSV the obligation to tell 
those who bought that version on said recom- 
mendation that the footnote under Matthew 
1.16 is an error which has been recognized even 
by the RSV Committee and is not in the editions 
after 1952? And likewise is such minister not 
obligated to tell all those who have bought and 
are using any edition of the RSV that the Greek 
text of Luke 1.34 gives a virgin mother not 
merely an unwed mother as the RSV erroneously 
renders that verse? And again, is he not ob 
ligated to point out that a version which uses 
thou and thee for God and you for man is ob 
ligated to use thou for Christ when His Divine 
glory is the context of the statement and _ not 
drop to the lower you as the RSV so often does 
e.g. Acts 9.5; Matthew 16.16; 7.22? Perhaps, the 
best thing that will come from the questioning: 
of the sundry versions is that our ministers will 
again have to become students of the Holy 
Scriptures in the original tongues that they may 
confidently tell their flocks what is truly the 
Word of God. 


—W. C. R. 
cererec een 5 
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Communism or Christian Concern ? 


By The Rev. J. W. Lipscomb 


Prefatory Note 


(Many sincere persons have been led to believe that the Communistic principle, “from each accord 
ing to his ability, to each according to his need,” is an expression of the Christian virtue of love for 
one’s neighbor. And many others, while not quite convinced that this is true, are vaguely uneasy 
about the matter. They feel that the Bible seems to indicate something along this line, and they are 
not sure that their own attitudes are in keeping with Scriptural teaching. 


Actually, the Christian virtue of charity and 
the obligations of the second great command- 
ment give no support whatever to the collectivis- 
tic, socialistic, or communistic schemes which 
are being advanced today, too often in the name 
of Christ. The purpose of this sermon is to ex- 
hibit the fact that Biblical precepts and the 
practice of the early Church comprise a call to 
Christian concern for our fellows in need and 
not a call to coercive collectivism.) 


Scripture Lesson — Acts 4:32 - 5:1] 


It is important to remember that the Church 
it not merely a human organization, established 
by men and women of common interests for 
the improvement of society and the achievement 
of goals which they may deem desirable. 


It is important to remember that the mission 
and the program of the Church have been de- 
termined by its Lord and are clearly defined 
in the Scriptures. And if the Church is to be 
the true Church, it must ever remain faithful 
to the program and mission defined for it. 


The mission which has been assigned the 
church by Christ, its Head, is a distinctly 
spiritual mission, designed to bring men to a 
knowledge of God and of Jesus Himself, “the 
lamb of God who taketh away the sin of the 
world.” 


It is called by the apostle Paul, “the ministry 
of reconciliation,” and God’s servants are spoken 
of as “ambassadors of Christ.””. The assignment 
of the task of the Church was given in un- 
ambiguous terms as Jesus said just before His 
ascension, “Go ye therefore, and teach all na- 
tions, baptizing them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: teach- 
ing them to observe all things whatsoever I 
have commanded you.” 


An examination of the life and ministry of 
Christ reveals that the mission of the Church is 
but an extension of the ministry of our Lerd 
Himself. For while it is true that Jesus was 
concerned for many needs of men; while He 
healed, comforted, fed, rescued, and even raised 
from the clutches of death, it is impossible to 
escape the obvious fact that His primary pur- 
pose had to do with man in his relation to God, 
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as He gave the fuller revelation of God (“He 
that hath seen me hath seen the Father’) and 
then gave Himself as the Lamb of God to take 
away the sin of the world (“The Son of Man 
has come to give His life a ransom for 
many.”) Clearly, it is this of which He spoke 
as He said that He had come “that they might 
have life and that they might have it more 
abundantly,’—not a full dinner pail and a 
gallon of milk on every door-step. 


Living in the historical situation in which 
we find ourselves, it is interesting to note that 
Tesus and His disciples did not seek to func- 
tion as a pressure group on political, social, or 
economic issues. With church groups attack- 
ing our nation’s policy of military prenaredness 
it should be observed that John did not tel 
the soldiers who came to him that thev should 
quit the army—only that thev should not be 
abusive and be content with their wages. With 
church organizations agitating for fair play 
in the distribution of wealth, minimum wages, 
etc., it is significant to recognize that when 
two brothers came to Jesus contesting an in- 
heritance, He made no speech on “social justice” 
and pointedly refused to judge as to who should 
have what. Even more interesting is the fact 
that when Onesimus, the runaway slave, be- 
came a Christian under the ministry of Paul, 
he was sent back to his master, Philemon, and 
that with no suggestion that he be emancipated, 
only that he be received as a Christian brother. 
It was obviously anticipated that this instruc- 
tion should be obeyed within the framework 
of the then existing sociological structure. 


It would be a grave mistake to reason from 
any facts just cited that Jesus and the apostles 
were not interested in abuses of their time. Ac- 
tually, they were very much concerned, we 
know, for all aspects of life. But the heart of 
the matter is that they knew that man’s spiritual 
condition was of first importance. Also, they 
knew that society would change only as men 
were changed. And to try to change the social 
order by changing its laws without changing 
the men who made up that social order would 
be utterly futile—and even if successful would 
be a poor substitute for the fulfillment of their 
real mission. 
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In recognition of this truth, our Westminster 
Confession of Faith affirms (Ch. 33, Par. 4), 
“Synods and councils are to handle or conclude 
nothing but that which is ecclesiastical: and 
are not to intermeddle with civil affairs which 
concern the commonwealth unless by way of 


humble petition in cases extra-ordinary; if 

It is a matter of considerable concern to 
many within the churches of America that the 
tendency is increasingly apparent for the Church 
to change its course from the fulfillment of its 
God-appointed spiritual mission, beginning to 
dabble in things political, economic, and socio- 
logical. The extreme to which the Church is 
capable of going in such matters is indicated 
by the program of so-called “Christian Service” 
which was urged upon the women of a large 
religious body a year or so ago. This program 
called for action on twelve issues: (1) support 
of the United Nations; (2) long-term reciprocal 
trade agreements; (3) support of foreign tech- 
nical assistance; (4) revision of the McCarran- 
Walter immigration act; (5) limitation of Sen- 
ate rule on debate; (6) opposition to the Brick- 
er amendment; (7) expanded public housing; 
(8) curtailing radio and TV advertising of 
alcohol; (9) limitation of nuclear tests and dis- 
armament; (10) abolition of compulsory military 
training; (11) Federal aid to education; (12) 
Federal civil rights legislation. Surely such a 
program as this would give the apostles quite 
a whirl if there were anything to the idea of the 
saints turning over in their graves because of 
the folly of their spiritual descendants. For it 
would be difficult for them to see that any one 
of these objectives is in any way related to the 
mission of the church. 


Now our point of particular interest in_ this 
message is that the sociological reforms which 
are being peddled in the name of the Church 
are consistently in the direction of state paterna- 
lism, collectivism, or socialism in more or less 
moderate forms; and it is being alleged that 
these are but an expression of Christian prin- 
ciples. And if we would be truly Christian 
must all go along. Was it not true of the 
Christians of the New ‘Testament Church, “as 
many as were possessors of land or houses, sold 
them, and brought the prices of the things that 
were sold, and laid them down at the apostles’ 
feet: and distribution was made unto every 
man according as he had need? Is this not an 
application of the principle “from each accord- 
ing to his ability; to each according to his 
need?” 


‘To understand the economics of the early 
Christian community, it is necessary to examine 
a number of passages of Scripture and to re- 
member the situation in which many Christians 
of that day found themselves as they became 
a part of the Church. 
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First of all, we must remember that in the 
first decades of the Christian era, becoming 
Christian frequently involved tremendous per. 
sonal sacrifice. The Jewish convert was cay 
out by his family, he would be ostracized }y 
his former business associates, and frequenth 
his means of livelihood would be completeh 
lost to him. 


Now what was to be done for these peopl 
who had truly left all for Jesus’ sake? Hoy 
was this critical situation to be met? we find 
that it was done by the method of which y 
read in Acts 4 and 5: those who had possessions 
having also a great concern for their Christia 
friends in their great need, sold their posses 
sions, brought the returns of those sales and 
put them into the treasury that distributior 
might be made to those who were destitut 
We see here the element of true Christian con 
cern, but it is important to recognize that w 
do not have a primitive form of communism 
or socialism. This is indicated by several facts 
which are recorded in Acts. 


In the first place, we notice (Acts 5:4) that 
this expression of Christian concern was a com 
pletely voluntary thing. It was not legislated 
socialism (ecclesiastical or secular), nor was 
it forced upon anvone. Rather, we find Pete: 
saying to Ananias and Sapphira, “Why _ hath 
Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghos 
and to keep back part of the price of the land? 
While it remained, was it not thine own? And 
after it was sold, was it not in thine own 
power?” Very clearly, Ananias was free eithe 
to sell the land or to keep it. And having d 
termined to sell, it was within his powel Li 
decide whether he would give any, all, o 
part for the relief of those in need. So the ver 
passage which speaks of the “having things 
common” indicates that the program was a vol 
untary expression of Christian concern for the 
needs of fellow Christians, and was not a pro 
gram of compulsory collectivism such as \ 
hear advocated all too often today. 


The absence of the communistic pattern of 
life in the early Church is seen also in the sixth 
chapter of Acts which tells of the choice ol 
Deacons. The first Deacons were chosen to 
administer the material affairs of the church 
to the end that the widows of Gentile back 
ground might not be neglected. Now this is 


Important because it shows that there was no 


communistic gathering of all resources and 
distribution to all had such been the = cas 
there would have been none who were thu 
being neglected. 


That private property was still held by th 
members of the Church in Jerusalem is abund 


antly apparent from Acts 12. When Peter was 


delivered from prison, he went to the home ol 
Mary, the mother of John Mark, where man) 
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were gathered together praying. From the in- 
dication of the number of people‘gathered and 
also from the way in which Rhoda answered 
his knock and reported it to the others, it would 
seem that the house was a sizeable one and 
Mary a person of considerable means. 


It is interesting to note that in Antioch also, 
the ownership of property was a matter of 
private concern. We read in Acts 11:29 that an 
offering was being taken in Antioch to send to 
the poor Christians at Jerusalem. There is no 
suggestion that the offering was taken from a 
common purse which had been established pre 
viously, but “every man according to his ability, 
determined to send relief unto the brethren 
which dwelt in Judea.” 


Enough said. Certainly it is clear from the 
vidence in the Book of Acts that the early 
Church was not communistic or socialistic so 
ciety, but that Christians continued to work, 
receive income, and hold property, extending 
the helping hand of Christian concern to other 
Christians who had lost all for the sake of 
Christ. And any attempt to foist collectivism 
upon the American people in the name of the 
early Church will proceed from misunderstand. 
ing of the precepts and practices of our spiritual 
torbears—or more likely, from indifference to 
these matters in undiscerning zeal for the cause 
being espoused. 

the other Biblical truth to which collec 
tivistic movements seek to attach themselves is 
the Golden Rule, “As you would therefore that 
men should do to you, do ye even so to them.” 
It has been deduced from this precept that “we 
should desire for everyone else everything which 
we ourselves enjoy.” The principle lends itself 
to the support of any paternalistic or socia 
listic effort which may need a bit of bolstering 
it the moment—the latest the writer has en 
countered being a public housing project. 


But does the golden rule and the command 
ment to love our neighbors as ourselves require 
that we desire for them everything that we 
possess (“I will not be rich while any man is 
poor,” etc., ad nauseum). Several observations 
may be useful at this point: 


|. The do-gooders do not take from their own 
pockets to try to give everyone what they have— 
they take it by force of taxation from other peo- 
ple’s pockets to accomplish their generosity. 
Robin Hood makes good reading for children 
but bad economics and worse Christian ethics. 


2. The good Samaritan who is perhaps the 
ideal of the good neighbors, did not feel con 
strained to follow this precept. He ministered 
to the suffering man’s need, but he does not 


appear to have bought the man an ass like his 
own nor to have set him up in business. 
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3. The reasoning is not valid. No sane per- 
yon expects everyone who has more than he to 
try to bring him up to his level. And with 
similar sanity, he knows that doing to others 
as he would be done by does not require any 
such economic adjustments. 


!. We should not overlook the Biblical in- 
structions that there is a direct relation between 
one’s endeavors and his enjoyment of the ma- 
terial things of life: “He that will not work, 
neither let him eat.” 


Che Bible plainly teaches that we should have 
a Christian concern for those in need and espe- 
cially if they are of the household faith. Those 
who lack the very essentials of life should be 
the recipients of our compassion and of our 
very active assistance. But this is a far different 
thing from the socialistic schemes to rob the 
rich and help the poor being urged upon us. 
In fact, if the programs being suggested are 
followed to their natural conclusion, Christian 
charity will be impossible, for the state will 
control everything and we will have nothing 
tO give 


Christian friends, let us never be diverted 
from the great mission which Christ, the Head 
of the Church, has assigned us. It is His desire 
that the Gospel be preached to the uttermost 
ends of the earth. It is His desire that men 
come to a personal faith in the atoning work 
which has been accomplished on Calvary’s cross, 
accomplished at an utterly staggering cost to 
God Himself. And it is our high calling and 
holy responsibility to declare to all who will 
hear the marvels of God’s love, the forgiveness 
of sins in Christ, the assurance of God’s bless- 
ing in Him, and the hope of an endless life 
with Him 


Friends, this is the mission and message of 
the Church. The message of the Church is not 
that of more soap, better diet, and improved 
housing. Surely, as men come into the fold of 
God and are transformed by His grace, many 
wonderful blessings will flow upon them and 
through them to the society of which they are 
t part. But the purpose of the Church is that 
of changing men and not just of changing laws 
in the hope that society will be benefited there- 
by. You know, it is much easier to change laws 
than to change men, to clean up a sub-standard 
housing district than to cleanse the hearts of 
men. But if society is ever to be changed, it 
will be only when men are changed. Perhaps 
this seems to some people to be the longest way 
iround, but surely it is the shortest way home. 
Furthermore, it is the only way we will ever 
get there, for it is the only way God has ap- 
pointed for the building of His kingdom of 


righteousness 
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LESSON FOR JANUARY 11 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Jesus Demands C omplete Commitment 


Background Scripture: Mark 10:17-31 
Devotional Reading: Matthew 6:19-23 


Which is better? to be rich for fiftv years or to be 


rich for eternity: 


To be rich in silver and gold 


or to be rich with the unsearchable riches of Christ? Some people are rich in silver and gold, and houses 
and lands, and stocks and bends; others are rich in character and spiritual attainments, in good works, 
in souls won for Christ. Who is richer? a millionaire without character, or a poor Christian man? Who 
is the wise man? the man who wins the wealth of the world, or the man who wins souls? “He that is 
wise winneth souls”. Someone has said that John Wesley left six silver spoons and the Methodist Church 


was he a rich man? was he wise? 


Jesus answers these and other questions in our 
Devotional Reading. Let us see what He says: 
Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, 
where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where 
thieves break through and steal; but lay up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither 
moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves 
do not break through nor steal: for where your 
treasure is, there will your heart be also. The 
trouble with the riches of this world is that they 
perish; either we lose them, or leave them be- 
hind. There have been men like Abraham who 
are rich both in the wealth of the world and in 
spiritual wealth. We read in Genesis 13:2: And 
Abram was very rich in cattle, in silver, and in 
gold. We know that he was rich in faith and in 
other spiritual qualities and that he was called 
the friend of God. Abram’s wealth did not spoil 
him. Job was a rich man and yet God says of 
him, “Hast thou considered my servant Job. 
that there is none like him in the earth, a per- 
fect and an upright man, one that feareth God, 
and escheweth evil”. There have been many 
other good rich men who have been a bless- 
ing to the world as they used their money for 
the glory of God. It is not so much wealth as 
covetousness that makes money a danger and a 
curse; covetousness, which is idolatry. Take 
heed and beware of covetousness, for a man’s 
life consisteth not in the abundance of the things 
which he possesseth. The wise man says, Give 
me neither poverty nor riches lest I be 
full, and deny thee, and say, who is the Lord? 
or lest I be poor, and steal, and take the name 
of my God in vain. (Proverbs 30:8,9) Most 
of us belong in this class, I suppose; we are 
neither wealthy nor poor. But whether we have 
wealth of this world, let us be sure that we are 
laying up treasure mm heaven, that we are rich 
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in good works, that we have some of the un- 
searchable riches of Christ, which can never be 
taken away from us. If we commit ourselves 
fully and completely to Christ, then we will be 
rich for eternity. 

I. The Rich Young Ruler: Mark 10:17-22 


This is a sad and tragic story. This man had 
so many good qualities: he was in earnest, for 
he came running; he was reverent, for he 
kneeled to Jesus; he came asking a most im- 
portant question, Good Master, what shall I do 
that I may inherit eternal life? He, like most 
of the others, did not recognize Him as God, 
for Jesus said to him, why callest thou me good? 
there is none good but one, that is, God. In 
other words, He seems to say to this seeker, If 
you kneel to Me and call Me “good”, then recog- 
nize Me as God, and say with my disciples, 
Thou art the Christ, the Son of the Living God. 
The young man’s “confession of faith” did not 
go far enough. 


Jesus referred him to the commandments, the 
part that spoke of his duty to his fellow men. 
He answered, All these have I observed from 
my youth. The right understanding of the law 
of God makes us see our sin, but this young 
man seems to feel no conviction of sin. The 
law is our schoolmaster to bring us to Christ, 
says Paul, but he in his pride and selfrighteous- 
ness saw no need of anything like repentance. 
He saw no flaw in his life. 

Then, Jesus loved him, for he was a good 
man in many ways, and quickly revealed to 
him his sin: One thing thou lackest: go thy 
way, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to the 
poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven; 
and come, take up the cross, and follow me. 
And he was sad at that saying, and went away 
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grieved: for he had great possessions. In other 
words, his wealth was first with him: it was his 
idol. Suppose God had said to Abraham, sell 
all you have and give to the poor, what would 
have been Abraham’s answer? We know, for 
when God asked for Isaac his son, who was far 
more precious than his wealth, he obeyed God 
and showed that he loved God more than he 
loved Isaac. God allowed Satan to strip Job of 
ill his wealth, even his children, and he said, 
The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; 
blessed be the name of the Lord. This young 
man loved his possessions more than he loved 
God. If we are to be true disciples of Christ 
we must put Him first. Seek ye first the king- 
dom of God and his righteousness, and all these 
things shall be added unto you. It was a clear- 
cut call. If you desire eternal life, then commit 
yourself completely to Me. When the other 
disciples came, they forsook their nets and fol- 
lowed Him, or whatever it was that they were 
doing. They put Christ first. Think of what 
this young man kept and then think of what he 
lost: he kept his “‘possessions” but he lost eternal 
life: he kept his earthly treasure, but he lost 
the treasure in heaven. He chose to be rich 
for fifty years and be poor for eternity. Then, 
think of what he might have become as a dis- 
ciple of Christ! I am sure that this rich young 
ruler was not the only sad one that day, for 
Jesus loved Him, and was grieved also that he, 
like so many others, had chosen so foolishly. Are 
not many today making the same tragic mistake? 
We are so busy making money and laying up a 
few thousand dollars in the bank, or building 
a new home, that we forget all about our 
treasure in heaven. 


I]. The Danger of Riches: Mark 10:23-27 


Jesus takes this opportunity to warn the dis- 
ciples of the danger of riches: How hardly shall 
they that have riches enter into the kingdom 
of God! He explains further in the next verse; 
how hard it is for them that trust in riches to 
enter the Kingdom of God. Wealth cannot 
take us into that kingdom. We can use our 
wealth, however, in such a way that we shall 
have treasures there. With God all things are 
possible and God has had some rich men who 
have not been harmed by their wealth, but 
have used it for the glory of God and for the 
good of their fellowmen. I have mentioned 
\braham and Job. I was reading just the other 
day of one of the rich men who made his wealth 
a blessing. Let me quote from Boreham’s book, 
\ Basket of Cameos, what he says about George 
Moore, noted for his philanthropy. After his 
life was transfigured by a text in the Bible; 
“The text transfigured everything. It even trans- 
figured his philanthropy. He always revelled 
in giving away his money. Every New Year's 
Day, as he started a new pocket book, he in- 
scribed upon the flyleaf the words: 
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What I spent, | had: 
What I saved, I lost: 
What I gave, I have. 


“He enjoyed giving. ‘If the world only knew 
half the happiness that a man has in doing 
good’, he used to say, ‘it would do a great deal 
more.’ And when he first began to feel the 
need of a Saviour, he would add, ‘I wish that 
my faith were as strong as my work!’ And, 
when faith came, his works were glorified by 
its coming. It gave all his activities a new and 
higher motive. He felt that it was not enough 
to give money and to give it lavishly. ‘I believe’, 
he said, in addressing a great public meeting at 
Aldergate Street, ‘I believe that mere money, 
unless it be given for the love of Jesus, is as 
filthy rags in the sight of God.’ In spite of the 
protests of his friends, who thought it undigni- 
fied for a rich city merchant to mingle with the 
raggedness and filth of the slums, he went fear- 
lessly and familiarly among the thieves, tramps 
and vagrants who herded in London’s squalor”. 
Yes, God can make good rich men. It was a rich 
man who cared so tenderly for the body of Jesus 
and buried it in his own tomb so that the 
prophecy was fulfilled, “and with the rich in 
his death”. Think of all the good the rich 
young ruler could have done with his “great 
possessions”!. Great possessions for most men, 
however, are a grave danger. It is hard for a 
rich man to enter the kingdom; and impossible, 
if he trusts in his riches. 


Ill. “What shall we have therefore’: see 
Matt. 19:27. 


We would expect Peter to say something, 
after such words from his Master, and he said, 
Lo, we have left all, and have followed thee, and 
Matthew adds, What shall we have therefore? 
It looks like a rather selfish and mercenary ques- 
tion, and I suppose Peter was thinking in terms 
of dollars and cents. Jesus answers him by saying 
that “he shall receive a hundredfold now in this 
time .. . and in the world to come eternal life”. 
They were reading this verse to a group of 
Africans, one of whom had given up much to be 
a Christian, and the missionary, pausing, said, 
Is this true? The old chief replied, not a hun- 
dredfold but a thousandfold. This is what one 
of our well-known hymns of today says, “I 
would rather have Jesus”, etc. 


When we possess Him we join the family of 
the household of God and all the saints of God 
belong to that family: they become our brothers 
and sisters. The kingdom of God is ours: we 
become heirs of God and joint heirs with the 
Lord Jesus Christ. All things are ours. The un- 
searchable riches of Christ are ours. Of His 
fullness we receive and grace after grace. We 
become free to develop into all that God wants 


(Continued on Page 14) 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JANUARY 11, 1959 


By THE REV. B. — EVANS 


Let The World See Christ Through You 


Scripture: Tsaiah 6:1-8; John 8:12; Matthew 

5: 14-16 

Suggested Hymns: 
“O Where Are Kings And Empires Now?” 
“Take My Life And Let It Be Consecrated” 
“O Jesus, I Have Promised” 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 


This is the second of two programs to in- 
troduce to us our theme for 1959, “Let the World 
ee Christ Through You”. In this program we 
want to find out what these words mean, and 
what they mean to us in particular. But first, 
we shall hear something about the hymn and 
the picture which have been chosen to remind 
us of our theme throughout this year which 

have just begun. 
First Speaker: 

Our theme hymn, “Christ Is The World’s 
True Light’, is relatively new. The words were 
written by George W. Briggs in 1951 and the 
tune was composed by Percy E. B. Collier ten 
vears later. (This hymn is to be found in The 
Hymnbook. If your church does not use The 
Hymnbook, you will need to secure a copy o1 
some other hymnal which contains this /ymn.) 


This is a scriptural hymn, that is, its words 
and ideas are based on the Bible. (Read the 
lirst stanza. Then read, or have the young peo- 
ple read John 8:12, Hebrews 2:10, and If Peter 
1:19. Read the second stanza of the hymn. Now 
read Isaiah 2:4 and Micah 4:3. Read the third 
stanza of the hymn, and then read Galatians 
3:28. Now have the hymn played, and then 
ask the young people to sing it. It might be 
well to sing just the first stanza several times 
until the young people become better acquainted 
with the tune.) 


Second Speaker: 

Our theme picture is entitled “Whom Shall I 
Send?”. (Copies of this picture may be ob- 
tained from any of the Presbyterian Book Stores. 
If you can secure a copy to have on display as 
you talk, it will make your presentation far 
more effective.) ‘This picture was painted by 
Manning DeVoe Lee, a Philadelphia artist, dur- 
ing the Second World War. The Scriptural 
background is found in Isaiah 6:1-8. (Read this 
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passage aloud.) The young people in the pic- 
ture, like Isaiah of old, are confronted by a 
vision of the Lord and of the world’s need for 
Him. May the picture continue to remind 
that we are to go out into the world as Christ’s 
representatives letting His light shine through 
our lives. 


Third Speaker: 


“Let the world see Christ through you.” This 
is our theme for 1959. In Matthew 5:14 Jesus 
said to His disciples, “Ye are the light of the 
world.” If we are His followers, the words ought 
to apply to us too. Then He said, “Let youn 
light so shine before men, that they may see your 
good works and glorify your Father which is in 
heaven”. Jesus said of Himself, “I am the light 
of the world: he that followeth me shall not 
walk in darkness, but shall have the light of 
life’. John 8:12. Again it was written of Christ, 
“That was the true light, which lighteth every 
man that cometh into the world.” John 1:9. We 
can think of ourselves as the light of the world, 
because Christ is in us, and He is the true Light 
of the world. We can let the world see Christ 
through us because He is in us and He is Light. 


The light of Christ in us can help to over- 
come ignorance in the world. Christ shows us 
the truth about the things that are most im- 
portant. People want to know about God, and 
Christ makes Him known. He said, “He that 
hath seen me hath seen the Father’. John 14:9. 
Christ reveals the truth about sin and salvation, 
about heaven and hell. If we are faithful to 
show the world what Christ has shown us, we 
can truly be called the light of the world. 


Light banishes fear. There are many people 
in the world who are afraid to live but even 
more afraid to die. They are afraid many times 
because they do not know what to expect, in the 
future, and they fear the worst. Christ has 
given us a clear knowledge of the future. We 
know that “Whosoever believeth on Him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life”. John 3:16. 
We are assured that nothing “shall be able to 
separate us from the love of God, which is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord”. Romans 8:29. Because 
we have seen the light of Christ, we are not 
afraid, and this is the fear-destroying knowledge 
that we can share with the world. 
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The light of Christ uncovers spiritual evil. 
Christ is perfect in righteousness, and whenever 
men compare their lives to His, they see how 
far short they have come of the glory of God. 
The complaint is often made that professing 
Christians seem so little different from those 
who are not Christians. It is sometimes hard to 
tell the difference. If Christ is really in us, the 
light of His righteousness will clearly reveal 
the difference. Evil men want nothing to do 
with Christ or Christians, because the light of 
Christ uncovers their true character and de- 
clares it to the world. “Men loved darkness 
rather than light, because their deeds were evil. 
For everyone that doeth evil hateth the light, 
neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds 
should be reproved.” John 3:20-21. We are to let 
the light of Christ shine through us so that the 
difference between good and evil may be clearly 
seen. 


Jesus said in John 8:12 that He was the light 
of the world and that those who followed Him 
should have the light of life. He is the spiritual 
light Who leads the way to spiritual life. 
Through His own self-sacrificial death Christ 
defeated the power which brought spiritual 
death upon all mankind, namely sin. When men 
accept by faith what Christ did for them, they 
pass from darkness into light, from death to 
life. We have seen the light and experienced 
the life of Christ, and now it is our privilege 
to share this life-giving message with the world. 


“For God, who commanded the light to shine 
out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to 
give the light of the knowledge of the glory of 
God in the face of Jesus C ‘hrist.” IT Corinthians 
4:6. In the light of this glorious truth, surely 
all of us will want to dedicate ourselves to let 
the world see Christ through us, to the end that 
the whole world will glorify our great God and 
Saviour. 


Sing the last stanza of the theme hymn, “Christ 
Is the World’s True Light”, as a closing prayer. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 
(Continued from Page 11) 


us to be. Part of the value of an immortal soul 
is its capacity for enjoyment and development. 
Think of what our catechism says: the full en- 
joying of God to all eternity. We are rich, not 
for fifty years, but forever and ever. Let us be 
sure we have Jesus Christ, God’s dear Son, for 
with Him God will give us all things. 
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Missionary News 


Nashville—(PN)—The Rev. and Mrs. John N. 
Somerville of our Korea Mission announce the 
birth of a son, Smith Severn, in Asheville, N. C., 
on Nov. 30. 


The Somerville’s, who are in the United States 
for furlough, have two boys, John N., Jr., and 
Nelson. They are aged four and two and one-half, 
respectively. 


Mr. Somerville is a native of Guthriesville, S. C., 
but considers Montreat, N. C., his home. He is a 
member of Asheville Presbytery, and a graduate 
of Presbyterian College and Columbia Theological 
Seminary. 


Mrs. Somerville is the former Miss Virginia Bell 
of Montreat, and the daughter of former missionary 
to China, Dr. L. Nelson Bell. She is a member of 
the Montreat Presbyterian Church. She a a grad- 
uate of Wheaton College and the Johns Hopkins 
Hospital School of Nursing. 


The Somervilles have completed one term of 
mission service, having gone out in 1954. They 
are connected with the evangelistic and medical 
work of the mission. They plan to return to the 
field in late summer of 1959, but meanwhile they 
are making their furlough home at Mission Haven 
in Deeatur, Ga. 


Nashville, Tenn. — (PN) — The Rev. and Mrs. 
J. R. Woodson of our West Brazil Mission expect 
to arrive in Miami, Fla., about December 15, for 
regular furlough. 


Mr. Woodson was born in Auxvasse, Mo. He 
considers Buechel, Ky., his home. He is a member 
of Louisville Presbytery. He studied at West 
minster Academy, Westminster College and Ken- 
tucky Seminary. 


Mrs. Woodson is the former Jessie Gordon of 
Louisville, Ky. Before going to the mission field 
she studied at Louisville Seminary. The couple 
has four children, all married. 


During this furlough year they will make their 
home at the Furlough Home, Louisville. 

Miss Frances Hesser of our West Brazil Mission 
is scheduled to arrive in this country about the 
middle of December for regular furlough. 

She is a native of Roanoke, Va., where she is 
a member of the First Presbyterian Church. She 
received her education at Stonewall Jackson Col- 
lege, and Flora Macdonald College. 


After December Miss Hesser will make her 
furlough home in Covington, Va. 


CANADA 


Son Succeeds Father as Pastor 
_ Toronto—Dr. Oswald J. Smith’s world-wide min- 
istry has expanded to such an extent that he has 
felt led to resign as pastor of The Peoples Church. 
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The Managers have appointed his son, Rev Paul 
B. Smith, as pastor in his place and have made Dr. 
Smith, who founded the Church, Pastor Emeritus 
and Vice-President, as of January Ist 1959. 


This will enable Dr. Smith to give himself to the 
great work of The Peoples Missionary Society, of 
which he is the President, Rev. Paul B. Smith now 
being appointed Vice-President. 


It is understood that Dr. Smith will take full 
charge of the work when the Pastor is absent and 
will continue to share in the pulpit ministry as he 
now does. 


Dr. Smith will still serve as Manager of The 
Book Department and Editor of The Peoples Mag- 
azine, assisted by Rev. Paul B. Smith. 


The Managers have expressed to Dr. Smith their 
great appreciation for his leadership during the 
past 30 years. 


ALABAMA 


Springville—(PN)—At a recent meeting of the 
Springville Chamber of Commerce, three Presby- 
terians were elected to the offices of president, 
vice-president, and treasurer. 


The president is Mareus M. Pearson, an elder 
and treasurer of Springville Presbyterian Church. 
The Rev. Emmett G. Sheppard, pastor of the church 
is vice- president, and the new treasurer for the 
group is Miss Margaret Foreman, who is treasurer 
for the church’s Sunday School. The church has a 
membership of about 50, while other church groups 
represented in the chamber of commerce have mem- 
berships of 200 to 300. 


Mr. Pearson teaches the Men’s Class, and is 
owner and manager of a local hardware store, and 
an executive in a local lumber company. He is on 
the town council and a member of the St. Clair 
County School Board. 


Miss Foreman is vice-president of the Bank of 
Springville, is very active in the Women of the 
Church, and is known to the Women of the Presby- 
terian, U.S., General Assembly. She has been an 
officer in the national organization for Women 
Bankers. 


The Rev. Sheppard came to Springville in 1956 
from Gadsden, Ala. 





Georgia 
Columbia Theological Seminary 


More than 1200 Presbyterians from the Synods 
of Georgia and South Carolina attended a con- 
vocation at Columbia Theological Seminary on 
Thursday, December 4, in the interest of the 
development program for expansion now under 
way at the seminary. Plans for expansion call 
for an immediate goal of $5,100,000 and for a 
total goal by 1970 of $11,000,000. 


Speakers for the convocation included Dr. Mare 
C. Weersing, Pastor, First Presbyterian Church, 
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Spartanburg, South Carolina; Mr. H. Lane Young, 
former President, C & S Bank of Georgia; Dr. J. 
McDowell Richards, President, Columbia Theo- 
logical Seminary; and Dr. P. D. Miller, Executive 
Secretary, Board of Church Extension. Afternoon 
speakers were: Dr. James R. McCain, President 
emeritus of Agnes Scott College, and Robert L. 
Stamper of Columbia Seminary. 


Presbyterian Home 


Quitman, Ga.—(PN)—Two items of major in- 
terest to the Church at large came out of the 
recent meeting of the trustees of the Presbyterian 
Home in Quitman, Ga. Both items were passed 
by the Board of Trustees on a unanimous vote. 


The first decision by that Board was a firm 
vote to build a small extension to the north of 
the third unit which is estimated to cost approxi- 
mately $35,000. With the new addition the Presby- 
terian Home could care for about twenty more 
people. While the Home has no cash on hand 
to cover the cost of the building, the Board felt 
“an inescapable compulsion to build even if neces- 
sary to negotiate a loan for this amount”. The 
trustees report that their reasons include great 
pressures for admission, and a considerable con- 
gestion in the present facilities in the Home. 


In order to avoid delay in building the unit 
so that it can be occupied before the summer of 
1959, the Home does not plan to advertise for 
bids. Selected contractors will be invited to submit 
bids within a short time, but any interested con- 
tractor may submit his bid and be considered. 


The second item of especial interest was the 
adoption of a resolution honoring Judge Samuel 
H. Sibley of Marietta, Ga. The late Judge Sibley 
was a former Moderator of the General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church, U.S., and a particular 
supporter of the Presbyterian Home in Quitman. 
A copy of the resolution reads: 


IN MEMORIAM 
Judge Samuel Hale Sibley 


Whereas Judge Samuel Hale Sibley, Elder of 
Marietta, who was used of God in enlisting the 
support of the 1918 Synod of Georgia in the 
founding of the Presbyterian Home in Quitman, 
and who became an ardent and enthusiastic sup- 
porter of the Home since its establishment in 1949, 
was called by God to his eternal home on October 
13th, be it therefore resolved: 


(1) That we thank God for his outstanding church- 
manship and for his Christian influence which 
was felt not only in the Synod of Georgia 
but throughout the entire General Assembly. 


(2) That we record our gratitude to God for pro- 
viding Presbyterian Home with his able and 
influential leadership during the initial stages 
of the founding of the Home, and for his 
continued interest and generous support. 


(3) That we pay tribute to the excellence and 
effectiveness of his scholarly attainments as 
well as his distinctive Christian character. 


(4) That we record our sense of loss in his pass- 
ing and, since his departure creates a gap in 
the first rank of supporters of Presbyterian 
Home, we register our renewed dedication to 
the successful and effective promotion of this 
institution which was so near his heart and 
so large in his prayers and thoughts. 


PAGE 16 


(5) That in token of our esteem and admiration 
for Judge Sibley that we adopt these reso- 
lutions by a rising vote and that a page of 
the Minutes be dedicated to his memory, and 
that copies of this action be sent to members 
of his family. 


Adopted by Board of Trustees of Presbyterian 
Home, Quitman, Ga., November 18, 1958. 


Youth Council Organized 


Fort Valley—A newly organized and appointed 
“Youth Council” met on Tuesday night, Dec. 2, 
1958 at the local Presbyterian Church under the 
direction of the Rev. Frank Scarlett, Pastor of 
the Church. 


Some twenty youths were fined and placed on 
probation in the Mayor’s Court here two weeks 
ago, and a committee was appointed to work with 
that group of boys. 


The Reverend Frank M. Scarlett, Jr., is Co- 
Chairman, Sub-Committee on Administration and 
Leadership, Committee on Christian Education, 
Augusta-Macon Presbytery. 


He has served as Leader of Senior High Youth 
Fellowship Rally Discussion Groups, and as Leader 
of Classes in Senior High Youth Fellowship Con- 
ferences and Pioneer Youth Fellowship Camps of 
this and other Presbyteries. 


He is President, Fort Valley Ministerial Associa- 
tion. He is a member of the Board of Directors, 
Fort Valley Junior Chamber of Commerce. 


Atlanta—(PN)—The Rev. Wm. M. Schotanus of 
Kingsport, Tenn., last Sunday helped to ordain his 
father, Mr. W. W. Schotanus as a deacon in the 
Morningside Presbyterian Church in Atlanta. 


According to the Rev. Dr. A. V. Gibson, pastor 
of the Morningside church, so far as is known this 
is the only time in recent years that a son has 
helped ordain his father. 


Mr. Schotanus is an executive with the A&P 
food stores in Atlanta. The Rev. Schotanus is 
presently pastor of the Waverly Road Presbyterian 
Church in Kingsport. He is moving to Jackson- 
ville, N. C., after the first of the new year. 


LOUISIANA 


New Orleans, La.—(PN)—tThe Rev. E. L. Gage, 
minister of the First Street Presbyterian Church, 
was chosen Minister of the Week for the Church 
House of Greater New Orleans Federation of 
Churches, during the first week of December. 


Mr. Gage’s topic for daily talks at noon services 
was “The Church’. A counseling service was 
offered from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. through Friday. 
Counselors for the week were T. E. Davis, pastor 
of Gretna Presbyterian Church, Don Grunwald, 
minister at St. Paul’s United Church of Christ, 
L. F. Modschiedler, pastor, Jackson Avenue United 
Church of Christ, Charles Boaz, pastor of Christ 
the King Lutheran Church, and Dr. E. E. Russell, 
of St. Charles Avenue Christian Church. 


New Orleans, La. — (PN) — Cornerstone-laying 
ceremonies were held recently by the Gretna 
Presbyterian Congregation. The minister, the Rev. 
T. E. Davis, and officers of the church, E. M. Rein, 
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A. J. Landry, and Nelson Towner officiated. The 
new church is of brick and steel construction, 
and of modern design. 


MISSISSIPPI 
Belhaven College Students Help Others 


Jackson—The best way to express a Christian 
spirit of benevolence is by doing something to 
make someone else’s holiday a little more pleasant. 


At least, that is what members of the Freshman 
Commission at Belhaven College have discovered. 


At Christmas time the ten Freshman students, 
with the help of upperclass volunteers, give a party 
for patients at Whitfield State Mental Hospital 
whose holiday might otherwise be bleak and un- 
eventful. Last week the ten gathered up gifts 
donated by all the students on campus, wrapped 
them in gay, holiday paper and journeyed to the 
state hospital where they staged a gala party com- 
plete with singing, games, gifts and refreshments. 


The Freshman Commission is chosen at the be- 
ginning of each school year. Its purpose is to lead 
the freshman class in spiritual growth and further 
the reach of the Belhaven Christian Association. 
The BCA is an upperclass group which stimulates 
students in Christian service activities. 


This year’s members of the Freshman Commis- 
sion, all students who have manifested an interest 
in Christian Service, are Alma Bennett from Stark- 
ville; Margaret Bergland from Alexandria, La.; 
Polly Bullard from Jackson; Alice Chesser from 
Talladega, Ala.; Ann Huie from LaGrange, Ga.; 
Bruce Ingobrotson from Jackson; Polly Jones from 
Vicksburg; Jim Kinnard from Tampa, Fla.; and 
Sunny Whitlock from High Springs, Fla. 


Not only at Christmas time but all through the 
year the Freshman Commission promotes service 
projects. At Thanksgiving time their usual project 
is collecting food and clothing for a needy family, 
but this year they varied it and instead collected 
financial donations for Hungarian students who are 
studying at the Free University of Amsterdam in 
Holland. This project was suggested by Prof. Mor- 
ton Smith, who last year was faculty adviser to 
the Belhaven Freshman Commission and this year 
is studying at the Free University on a Fulbright 
scholarship. 


Each Easter the Commission plans a party for 
orphans, alternating the Baptist and the Methodist 
Orphanages each year. An Easter egg hunt, games 
and refreshments are all part of the festivities. 


Also during the year the students, again aug- 
mented by other volunteers, will visit the Old 
Ladies’ Home where they will conduct a devotion, 
sing hymns and visit with the residents there. 


These students all vouch for one thing: there is 
nothing quite so rewarding as making someone 
else happy. 





NORTH CAROLINA 
Centre, Shearer, Sherill’s Ford 
This group of churches has been divided into 
two groups since the retirement of Rev. J. Kenton 
Parker. Centre will support a man by itself. 
Shearer and Sherrill’s Ford will support another 
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man. There is a wonderful opportunity of growth 
in both fields. 


Centre is preparing to build a new manse and 
is in the midst of a growing community with new 
homes built all the time. 


Sherrill’s Ford is making steady progress. Rev. 
Alan B. Wells is supplying there for the present. 
The Church has recently put in new pews and 
purchased an organ. 


Shearer has a fine Sunday School, far larger 
than the membership of the church, and a lot of 
young people. The church is getting ready to 
build a new manse. 


We feel that there is real challenge in both of 
these fields and we are praying that God will 
send two good men to take up this work. 


Rocky Mount, N. C.—(PN)—Presbyterian par- 
ticipants in the District Community Health Work- 
shop held here on December 4, included Dr. Irene 
McCain McFarland and Dr. John McCain of Wilson. 
Dr. McFarland is president of the Wilson County 
Mental Health Association, and served as chair- 
man of the group on mental health. Dr. McCain 
was a leader in the group discussing nutrition. 
Care for the aged was another major area of 
concern for the meeting of leaders from Warren 
Halifax, Northampton, Wilson, Wayne, Nash, Edge- 
combe and Johnston Counties. Dr. B. E. Stephenson 
was conference chairman. 


Texas 


Austin-—Midwinter Lecture Week at the Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary will be from 
February 2-6. 

This year’s lectures will be delivered by Dr. John 
Dillenberger, Drew University, Dr. C. Ellis Nel- 
son, Union Theological Seminary, and Dr. George 
M. Docherty, pastor of the New York Avenue 
Presbyterian Church in Washington, D. C. 


The Thomas White Currie Lectures will be 
delivered by Dr. Dillenberger. His general topic 
will be: “The Form of Protestant Thought: Its 
Response to the History and Philosophy of Science.” 


Dr. Dillenberger has been professor of systematic 
theology at Drew University since September. He 
came to Drew from Harvard where he had taught 
since 1954. Dr. Dillenberger has also taught at 
Columbia University, Princeton University and 
Union Theological Seminary. 


A graduate of Elmherst College, he received his 
B.D. degree from Union Theological Seminary and 
a Ph.D. degree from Columbia. The University of 
Vermont honored him with a D.D. degree last 
year. 


Dr. Dillenberger is both a Fellow in the Na- 
tional Council on Religion in Higher Education 
and a member of the Society for Theological Dis- 
cussion. He is chairman of the editorial board of 
A Library of Protestant Thought and on the ed- 
itorial board of “Church History.” 


He is the author of God Hidden and Revealed 


and the co-author with Claude Welch of Protestant 
Christianity. 


Dr. Nelson will give the Robert F. Jones Lec- 
tures on the general theme “Communication of 
Biblical Faith.’’ For Dr. Nelson this will be re- 
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turning home. He was a member of the Austin 
Seminary faculty from 1948-1956. He is now pro- 
fessor of religious education at Union Theological 
Seminary in New York. 


He is a graduate of Austin College, Sherman. 
He received an M.A. degree from the University of 
Texas, a B.D. degree from Austin Seminary and 
his Ph.D. degree from Columbia University. Austin 
College honored him with a D.D. degree in 1954. 


Dr. Nelson has served as the National Director 
of Youth Work for the Presbyterian Church, U. S 
While in Austin, he was director of student work 
at the University Presbyterian Church for two 
years and from 1940-43 was the assistant pastor 
of the church. 


The E. C. Westervelt Lectures will be brought 
by Dr. Docherty with the general title ‘“‘Concern- 
ing the Ministry.”” Born and educated in Scotland, 
Dr. Docherty received his M.A. and B.D. degrees 
from Glasgow University. 


From 1939-44 he was the pastor at the Sandy- 
hills Church of Scotland in Glasgow. He did spe- 
cial youth work under the Iona Trust as minister 
co-adjuster at the Barony of Glasgow from 1944-47. 


Dr. Docherty was minister at the North Church 
in Aberdeen when he was called to the pastorate 
of Washington’s New York Avenue Presbyterian 
Church in 1950. 


The University of Philadelphia honored Dr. Doch- 
erty with a D.D. degree his first year in this coun- 
try and a Litt. D. degree was conferred upon him 
by Monmouth College in June, 1957. 


Dr. Docherty is well-known for his regular ap- 
pearances on television under the auspices of the 
Council of Churches National Capital Area on the 
program “This I Believe.” 


His book of sermons, One Way of Living, 
was published in April this year. 





TEXAS 


Houston—(PN)—The St. Stephen Presbyterian 
Church, here, recently broke ground for the fel- 
lowship hall unit which is expected to be in use 
by Easter Sunday. 





The unit, being built on a five-acre tract, will 
contain three office-classrooms, a choir loft, a 
kitchen, restrooms, and the main hall seating 300 
people. The structure will be of masonry and will 
be air-conditioned throughout. It will have about 
6,000 square feet of floor space, and is estimated 
to cost $53,000. 


The overall church plant will eventually have a 
sanctuary and two classroom wings at a total cost 
of around $200,000. The congregation will con- 
tinue to hold meetings in the South Houston Ele- 
mentary School until the new building is ready. 
The congregation was organized in February, 1957, 
and now has 120 members. The Rev. Herbert Meza 
is pastor. 


A building committee consists of Allen E. Martin, 
Nell Olsen, Karl Bailey, and Newt Meyers. 


At the same time that ground was broken for 
the fellowship unit, the church dedicated a recently- 
completed youth building which will be available 
to various groups in the Freeway Manor area where 
St. Stephen will be located. The youth building 
has 2,100 square feet and cost $6,500. 
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Death of Dr. T. O. Perrin 


Sulphur Springs, Tex.—(PN)—Dr. T. O. Perrin, 
78, a retired Presbyterian minister who had been 
prominent in religious and civic programs in 
Northeast Texas for many years, died Nov. 28. 


Dr. Perrin served as pastor of the First Presby- 
terian Church in Sulphur Springs from 1948 to 
1956 prior to his retirement. He had marked his 
50th anniversary as a minister before he retired 
from full-time service. 


Survivors include two daughters, Mrs. H. W. 
House of Sulphur Springs and Mrs. Richard L. 
Dexter of Kansas City, Mo., and a son, T. QO. 
Perrin, Jr., of Austin. 


Dr. Perrin was born in Louisville, Ky., on 
August 4, 1880. He was a graduate of Alabama 
State College at Jackson, Ala., and held his mas- 
ter’s degree from Austin College. 


Athletic in college, he served as a coach and 
principal at Itasca, Tex., High School for two 
vears before entering Louisville Prebyterian Theo- 
logical Seminary to complete his preparations for 
the ministry. 


His first pulpit was at Rockport, and during his 
three years there he organized nine Presbyterian 
Churches, a most unusual record. He taught for 
a short time at Austin College but returned to 
the pastorate at Coleman in 1911. He was pastor 
of the First Presbyterian Church in Greenville a 
total of 25 years at two separate times, and he 
had served overseas as a chaplain during World 


War I. 


In 1920 he became pastor of Dallas, Tex., West- 
minster Presbyterian Church and served there 
for eight years before going to Woodlawn Church 
in Birmingham, Ala. 


Dr. Perrin was a charter member of Green- 
ville’s Lions, was 1925 president of the Downtown 
Kiwanis in Dallas. He was a 32nd degree Mason, 
had served as Grand Prelate of the Texas Kings 
Templar, and had been Grand Chaplain of the 
Masonic Grand Lodge, Texas. 


Funeral services were held at the First Presby- 
terian in Sulphur Springs, and burial was in 
Greenville. 





Pky — ee | 
J vevevere TIT IFT TIT rita Ty 71. era I 


~—«~ BOOK S~—~——~ 


THE GLORIOUS BODY OF CHRIST. R. B. 
Kuiper. Eeerdman’s $4.95.. 


TESTAMENT OF VISION. Henry Zylstra. 
Eerdman’s. $3.50. 


A MAN IN NATURE AND GRACE. Stuart 
Barton Babbage. Eerdman’s. $1.50. 


THE FIRST EPISTLE OF PAUL TO THE 
CORINTHIANS. Leon Morris. Eerdman’s. $3.00. 





In a recent letter from one of our friends he 
wrote, “My time is limited. When you find some 
books of exceptional merit, please tell me about 
them.”’ These four volumes under review belong 
to this category. They are of exceptional merit. 
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The Glorious Body of Christ by Professor R. B. 
Kuiper is an important study in Ecclesiology. The 
author believes that there is a crying need for 
a proper presentation of Christian doctrine in 
particular of the Reformed faith, especially as 
related to the church. This volume represents the 
author’s best thinking on the teaching of the 
Bible concerning the church of Christ. In dif- 
ferent periods of the history of Christian doctrine, 
the major emphasis has been on different truths. 
Today the theological limelight is turned largely 
on the doctrine of the church and Dr. Kuiper is 
certainly qualified to write on this subject. He 
has taught Practical Theology for more than 25 
years and has given much attention to Ecclesi- 
ology. He holds the church in high esteem and 
writes specifically on its glory. In his description 
of the glory of the church, he does not have in 
mind any particular denomination but rather the 
church described in the Apostles’ Creed as “cath- 
olic’. This study is pre-eminently Biblical. Occa- 
sionally the creeds of Christendom are quoted and 
outstanding theologians are recognized, but the 
author’s chief concern is to give the reader some 
glimpse of the marvelous glory of the body of 


Christ as that glory shines forth resplendantly 
from the Scriptures. 


There are 53 chapters in this volume. They 
are written with brilliant insight and a most 
readable style. No preacher of the Reformed 
Faith can afford to be without this penetrating 
and illuminating volume. 


Testament of Vision by Henry Zylstra carries a 
foreword by Professor Emile Cailliet of Princeton 
Seminary. Professor Cailliet says of this book, 
“It is unique in the most literal sense of the word. 
It is in a class by itself. As such, it fills a vacuum 
that had been gaping for generations at the very 
core of our Reformed tradition. Hence the Cal- 
vinist view of life and culture at its best stands 
vindicated in what amounts to a rehabilitation. 
At a time when a pseudo-evangelical zeal exults 
in divorcing Christianity from culture, Henry 
Zylstra’s discrimination and mellowed wisdom nur- 
tured at the richest veins, claims for Calvinism 
the best that has ever been said and done in the 
world. In an age of mental and spiritual dis- 
integration, it points the way to reconstruction 
with special attention to educational views long 
gone astray. The style is that of the classic, not 
the style of an author, but the style of a man 
who came through all the more freely as he did 
not know that in God’s providence his utterances 
would reach a wider public. Every line counts, 
every word. The book should be read and re-read. 
It should remain within reach of every Christian 
leader, nay, of every man worth his salt.”’ Zylstra’s 
book is full of life both extensively and intensively. 
The mind revealed in this book is thoroughly Re- 
formed. Zylstra was interested in truth. The 34 
essays presented here are concerned with basic 
principles. They see literature as a memorable 
expression of the essence of a culture, a culture 
to be judged by its approximation to a criterion 
theologically defined. This volume should be of 
special value to all who are interested in the- 
ology, education and the best in literature. The 
reading of this book will be rewarding. 


Man In Nature and In Grace by Stuart Barton 
Babbage, the dean of St. Paul’s Cathedral and 
principal of Ridley College, Melbourne, Australia, 
comes to grips with some of the most significant 
issues confronting the Christian thinker today. 
The author’s burden is to show the way in which 
the Biblical doctrine of man clarifies and illumines 
our understanding of man and his problems. He 
agrees with Max Scheler who has said that we are 
the first epoch in which man has become fully and 
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thoroughly problematic to himself; in which he 
no longer knows what he is essentially but at the 
same time knows that he does not know. This 
work shows the bearing of the Biblical doctrine 
of man upon our interpretation of the past and 
its implications for the present. 


There are 7 chapters in this volume. They 
discuss Man in Biblical Revelation, Man in Classical 
Culture, Man in Christian Thought, Man in Con- 
temporary Politics, Man and Modern Existentialism, 


Man in English Literature, and Man in Human 
Mortality. 


This work by Dr. Babbage will enrich the 
thinking of any Christian minister. The author 
concludes that humanism contains no gospel of 
hope. It is ultimately self-destructive. Our basic 
problem is man himself and the Christian gospel 
is the answer to this problem. 


On page 73, the author evidently meant “sen- 
suality” instead of “sexuality”. Apparently this is 
an error that the proof reader did not catch. This 
volume is intensely relevant to our day. It is a 
demonstration that the conservative position is 


the only tenable position from the Christian view- 
point. 


The First Epistle of Paul to the Corinthians by 
Dr. Leon Morris, vice-principal of Ridley College 
in Melbourne, Australia, is an exegetical and homi- 
lectical commentary. The preacher will find it 
informative and suggestive. Critical questions are 
fully considered in the introductory section. 


Dr. Morris points out that I Corinthians is a 
letter arising out of the practical difficulties be- 
setting a far-from-ideal first-century Greek church. 
He says it is a typical Pauline letter. The apostle 
praises his correspondents for their Christian vir- 
tues and rebukes them roundly for their many 
failings. We are reminded that St. Paul sees 
things temporal always in the light of things 
eternal. Paul shows us how to take our problems 
back to the light shed upon them by the great 
Christian verities. This volume is of special value 
because of its fidelity to the inspired text. The 
author writes with clarity and a beautiful spirit 
of reverence. This commentary is worthy to stand 
side by side with the best on I Corinthians. 


John R. Richardson 





CHILDREN OF THE REFORMATION. Marian 
M. Schoolland. Eerdman’s. $2.75. 


In 1957 the Christian Reformed Church cele- 
brated its centennial. In this volume, Miss School- 
land helps our readers to look back over the years 
and to see the work of God in this communion. 
It is the story of human weakness and divine grace 
and omnipotence. In a graphic way she points 
out how at the cost of countless hardships and 
tremendous sacrifices, these children of the Re- 
formation succeeded in their efforts to establish a 
Reformed community and church and slowly the 
tiny twig grew into a sizable, well-rooted tree. 
Now that the tree has been firmly established 
in the American world these children are now 
seeking to obey more faithfully the Great Com- 
mission and are endeavoring to share their rich 
inheritance with their American neighbors and 
their neighbors in Africa, Asia and South America. 
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